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LATE  CABLES 


Soviet  Union  press  reports  nearly  27,000,000  acres  sown  to  spring 
crops  during  the  5-day  period  ended  May  10,  indicating  69  percent  of  the 
plan  completed  as  compared  with  72  percent  on  the  corresponding  date  of 
1939.     (United  States  Embassy,  Moscow.) 

Egyptian  Government  issued  an  order  on  May  13  closing  the  Alexandria 
Cotton  Exchange  until  further  notice  because  of  the  anticipated  effect  of 
the  critical  international  situation.     (American  Legation,  Cairo.) 

Norway  preliminary  survey  indicates  likelihood  of  generally  reduced 
crop  yields  in  1940  compared  with  1939  as  result  of  severe  winter  and  late 
planting.     (United  States  Legation,  Stockholm.) 

British  Ministry  of  Food  announces  reduction  in  butter  ration  from 
8  ounces  per  week  per  person  to  4  ounces,  effective  June  3,  immediate 
cause  being  loss  of  Danish  and  Netherlands  sources  of  supplies.  Ration 
of  4  ounces  was  in  effect  from  January  8  to  March  25,  when,  as  result  of 
abundant  supplies  on  hand,  Food  Control  raised  the  ration  to  8  ounces. 
Sugar  ration  reduced  from  12  to  8  ounces  per  person  per  week  effective 
May  27.  Ministry  of  Food  has  compromised  on  an  increase  in  basic  hog 
prices  to  $19.12  per  100  pounds  from  $18.62  as  result  of  pressure  from 
farm  organizations  because  of  feed-cost  rise.  Differentials  established 
for  different  weights  to  prevent  sales  of  breeding  stock.  (American 
Embassy,  London.) 
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BPSAT'-C-EAIrT  ACHFAgS  APP3A~S  SOMEWHAT  INDUCED 

Estimates  of  the  1940  wheat  acreages  in  nine  Northern  Hemisphere 
countries  total  about  2  percent  below  the  comparable  figure  for  1939.  So 
few  reports  of  grain  sowings  have  as  yet  been  received  that  no  conclusion 
concerning  the  possible  world  total  this  year  can  be  attempted.  Farmers' 
intentions  to  plant  spring  wheat  in  Canada  indicate  a  total  wheat  acreage 
about  5  percent  above  that  of  1939  and  about  4  percent  above  the  record  of 
1932.    A  reduction  of  about  5.5  percent  in  the  United  States  total,  as  now 
seems  apparent,  more  than  offsets  the  gain  in  Canada  and  suggests  a  de- 
cline of  about  2  percent  in  the  Hcrth  American  acreage. 


WHEAT  AM)  BY3: 


Acreage  in  specified  countries, 
1938-1940 


Country  and  item 

1938 

1939 

1940 

Percentage 
1940  is  of 
1939 

Ivlieat 

unii;ecL  oT>ai»es.   winter.  .  . 

Spring. . . 

Total  b/ 
Canada:               Winter. .  . 

Spring. . . 

Total  b/ 

1,000  acres 

1,000  acres 

1,000  acres 

Percent 

*&  3  ,  i'OO 

20,033 

15,894 

a/  15,685 

yj  •  J. 
105.0 

59,869 

53,596 

50,762 

94.5 

742 
25,186 

735 
26,021 

711 
27,535 

96.7 
105.8 

25,930 

25,756 

28,245 

105.6 

8,797 
5, 236 
2,062 
357 
1,470 
1,777 
33 , 722 

9,556 
d/  5,555 
2,320 
364 
1,501 
1,827 
33,157 

7,798 
d/  4,940 
2,557 
346 
1,503 
2,001 
33,450 

81.6 
88. S 
110.2 
95.1 
100.1 
109.5 
100.9 

Total  9  countries  

Rye 

149 , 220 

134,752 

131,613 

97.7 

4, 021 
741 
1,296 
1,177 
171 

3,811 
1,102 
1,221 
1,087 
155 

3,214 
947 

1,248 
853 
151 

84.3 
85.9 
102.2 
78.5 
97.4 

Total,  5  countries.... 

7,406 

7,376 

5,413 

86.9 

Compiled  from  official 


nd  trade  sources. 


/  Acreage  for  harvest  not  officially  estimated;  intended  area  for  spring 
wheat  less  average  abandonment  1929-1939,  excluding  heavy  losses  of  1934 
and  1935.     b/  Acreage  harvested  or  estimated  for  harvest,    cj  Winter  only, 
d/  Trade  estimate,     c/  April  estimate. 


Fragmentary  estimates  of  wheat  seedings  in  European  countries  are 
below  the  comparable  figures  for  last  year,  except  in  Greece,  where  an 
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increase  of  10  percent  is  reported.'    In  general,  delayed  fall-seeding 
operations,  a  very  severe  winter  with  above-average  winter-kill  damage,  a 
late  spring,  and  the  loss  of  Laborers  resulting  from  military  activities, 
make  a  smaller  European  wheat  acreage  appear  probable  this  season.  In 
Asia,  both  Japan  and  India  report  larger  acreages,  but  unfavorable  weather 
conditions  since  last  fall  and  inadequate  fertilizer  supplies  are  reported 
to  have  considerably  reduced  Japanese  crop  prospects.     Conditions  in  China 
have  not  been  altogether  favorable,  and  no  acreage  estimates  have  been 
received. 

Good  weather  has  favored  sowing  operations  in  Argentina.    A  larger 
wheat  acreage  now  seems  probable,  especially  in  the'  northern  part  of  the 
Wheat  Zone.    Heavy  stocks  in  Australia  and  inadequate  moisture  supplies  in 
western  districts  may  discourage  wheat  farmers  to  some  extent  this  season. 
The  anticipated  Government  restriction  of  acreage  has  not  yet  been  under- 
taken. 

Rye  socdings  so  far  reported  have  been  below  those  of  last  season, 
except  in  Lithuania,,  where  an  increase  of  2  percent  is  indicated.  The 
North  American  acreage  will  be  about  15  percent  smaller  than  in  1939,  if 
farmers'  intentions  on  April  30  are  carried  out  in  Canada.     The  total 
acreage  remaining  for  harvest  in  the  United  States  is  placed  at  3,214,000 
acres,  from  which  a  crop  of  36,475,000  bushels  is  expected,  according  to 
conditions  prevailing  on  May  1.     In  1939,  a  harvest  of  39,249,000  bushels 
was  obtained  from  3,811,000  acres. 


GPAIIT  ACEEAC-IiS  INCREASED  I  IT  CAI'ABA 

The  areas  devoted  to  grain  crops  in  Canada  will  all  be  increased 
for  the  1940  harvests,  except  that  of  rye,  if  farmers'  intentions  on 
April  30  are  carried  out,  according  to  the  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics 
at  Ottawa.     Besides  record  seedir-gs  of  wheat,  a  total  of  28,246,000 
acres,    gains  are  indicated  for  barley,  oats,  flaxseed,  mixed  grains,  and 
also  potatoes.     Increased  seeding  was  indicated  for  the  entire  country, 
with  the  exception  of  the  Province  of  Ontario,  but  only  16  percent  of  the 
area  for  spring  wheat,  by  far  the  largest  of  all  crop  areas  in  Canada, 
had  been  sown  by  April  30,  in  contrast  to  42  percent  completed  by  the 
corresponding  date  of  1939.     The  spring  season  has  been  one  of  the  latest 
ever  recorded  in  the  Province  of  Alberta  and.  unusually  late  in  Saskatchewan, 
and  these  two  Provinces  are  expected  to  seed  more  than  85  percent  of  the 
spring-wheat  acreage  this  season.     In  the  Provinces  of  Manitoba,  Ontario, 
and  British  Columbia  farmers  were  ahead  of  their  usual  seeding  schedules. 

The  intended  acreage  for  spring  wheat  was  reported  at  27,535,000 
acres,  compared  with  25,021,000  acres  harvested  in  1939.     The  acreage  of 
winter  wheat  remaining  for  harvest  was  placed  at  711,000  acres,  or  24,000 
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acres  loss  than  that  of  1939.     The  percentage  of  the  area  sown  that  was 
winter-killed  was  estimated  at  5  percent,  the  same  as  last  season.  The 
condition  of  the  crop  this  year  was  97,  or  1  point  below  that  of  April  30, 
1939. 

Spring  rye  in  Canada  is  relatively  unimportant.    Farmers1  intentions 
point  to  209,000- acres  this  season,  or  2,000  acres  "below  last  year  s  seed- 
ings.     Of  the  area  sown  to  ryo  last  fall,  about  4  percent  was  winter-killed, 
leaving  738,000  acres  for  harvest  in  1940  as  compared  with  891,000  acres 
in  1939.     The  condition  of  the.  winter-rye  crop  on  April  30  was  placed  at 
89  as  against  93  in  1939. 

The  area  intended  for  oats  this  season  was  reported  at  12,880,000 
acres,  an  increase  of  1  percent  over  1939;  for  barley,  4,484,000  acres,  or 
an  increase  of  3  percent.     More  than  350,000  acres  were  intended  for  flax- 
seed, a  gain  of  14  percent;  1,247,000  acres  for  mixed  grain,  an  expansion 
of  2  percent;  and  534,000  acres  for  potatoes,  3  percent  above  the  acreage 
of  1939. 

CANADA:     Intended  acreages  of  principal  crops,  May  1,  1940, 


with  comparisons 


Percentage 

Crojj 

j  1938 

;  1939 

1940 

1940  is  of 

1939 

•1,000  acres 

1,000  acres 

1,000  acres 

Percent 

Winter  wheat  a/  

 ;  74-2 

735 

711 

j  96.7 

26.021 

27,535 

!  105.8 

26 , 755 

28 . 246 

105.6 

891 

738 

82.8 

Spring  rye  

211 

209 

99.1 

All  rye  

1,102 

947 

85.9 

12,790 

12,880 

100.7 

!  4,347 

4,484 

103 . 2 

1,213 

1,247 

102.4 

307 

350 

114.0 

518 

534 

103.1 

Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics,  Ottawa. 

a/  Harvested  area  in  1938-1939,  and  area  for  harvest  in  1940. 


SPPING-i'&EA?  C0SDITI0HS  VARIED  IN"  CANADIAN  PBAIRI5S 

In  the  Prairie  Provinces,  where  at  least  95  percent  of  the  total 
wheat  acreage  in  Canada  is  located,  crop  conditions  were  quite  varied  on 
April  30.     In  Saskatchewan,  which  produces  nearly  half  of  the  Canadian 
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crop,  rainfall  during  last  fall  and  winter  was  much  lighter  than  usual. 
Early  in  April  heavy  snows  fell  in  southern  and  western  parts,  but  a  de- 
ficiency of  moisture  continued  in  the  entire  eastern  part  of  the  Province. 
The  seeding  of  wheat,  placed  at  15,197,000  acres  this  sea.son  for  the 
Province,  "began  earliest  in  the  central  areas  of  eastern  Saskatchewan, 
where  the  soil  dried  out  rapidly.     Cool  weather,  however,  and  the  moist 
condition  of  surface  soil  delayed  operations  in  southwestern  districts. 
Sufficient  moisture  is  said  to  be  available  for  germination  in  most  parts 
of  the  Province,  but  from  the  central  section  northeastward,  especially, 
the  wheat  fields  will  need  good  rains  immediately  after  seeding.  Because 
of  the  general  depletion  of  the  soil  resulting  from  the  heavy  1939  har- 
vest and  the  dry  weather  of  the  late  summer  and  fall,  timely  rains  through 
the  growing  season  will  be  of  particular  importance  this  year.  Grass- 
hoppers, however,  arc  exrjectcd  to  bo  less  troublesome  than  usual. 

The  early  spring  rainfall  of  southwestern  Saskatchewan  extended 
over  into  southeastern  Alberta,  the  second  most  important  wheat  Province 
of  Canada,  and  seeding  has  been  retarded  there.    Moisture  conditions  are 
said  to  be  the  best  in  years,  and  prospects  on  April  30  pointed  to  a  good 
start  for  the  1940  seedings  of  spring  wheat,  placed  at  8,630,000  acres, 
if  farmers'  intentions  are  realized,  a  gain  of  3  percent  over  1939.  In 
some  districts  considerable  new-ground  breaking  has  resulted  from  condi- 
tions favorable  for  such  work  and  the  anticipated  demand  for  greater  pro- 
duction in  Canada  this  year. 

Although  the  season  is  late  in  Manitoba,  seeding  operations  are 
much  further  advanced  than  in  the  other  two  Prairie  Provinces.  Farmers' 
intentions  to  plant  point  to  a  spring-wheat  acreage  of  3,496,000  acres, 
9  percent  above  that  of  last  year,  but  subsoil  moisture  reserves  are 
reported  to  be  below  normal,  and  rains  in  the  early  growing  season  will 
be  greatly  needed.     Seeding  conditions  in  some  northern  districts  have 
been  the  poorest  in  years. 


WHEAT:    Acreage  and  production  in  Canada  by  principal 
producing  Provinces,  1938-1940 


Province 

•  Acreage 

Production 

:  1938 

1939 

1940a/ 

1938 

.  1939 

1940 

: 1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

;  acres_ 

acres 

acres 

bushels 

bushels 

bushels 

Saskatchewan. ......... 

. . . • 13,793 

14,333 

15,197 

137,800 

250,000 

8,379  . 
3,201 

8,630 
3,496 

148,200 
50,000 

150,000 
63,000 

25,813 

27 , 323 

336 , 000 

463 , 000 

26,756 

28,245 

360,010 

489,623 

Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics,  Ottawa. 

a/  Intended  acreage  far  spring  wheat  plus  winter  acreage  for  harvest. 
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BRAZILIAN  RICE  CROP  BELOW  NORMAL 

The  1940  Brazilian  rice  crop,  harvested  in  March  and  April,  is 
"below  normal,  according  to  a  report  received  from  American  Vice  Consul 
Francis  C.  Jordan,  Porto  Alegre.     Heavy  rainfall  in  March  is  reported 
to  have  delayed  the  harvest  and  is  also  "believed  to  have  damaged  the 
crop  somewhat.     No  official  estimates  have  been  received  for  the  Brazi- 
lian rice  crop  since  1937  when  production  was  placed  at  61,260,000 
bushels.     There  has  "been  an  upward  trend  in  production  during  the  past 
decade,  however,  as  the  area  has  increased  from  less  than  1,000,000  acreg 
in  1927  to  2,500,000  acres  at  the  present  time.     The  1S38  and  1939  rice 
crops  were  reported  to  have  been  substantially  above  the  1937  harvest. 

Total  rice  shipments  (domestic  and  foreign)  from  Porto  Alegre 
during  the  1939-40  (April  to  March)  marketing  year  were  the  largest  on 
record,  amounting  to  2,519,000  hags  of  110  pounds  each,  as  compared  with 
2,466,000  bags  during  the  preceding  season.     Domestic  shipments  from 
Porto  Alegre  to  other  parts  of  Brazil  during  1939-40  increased  a"bout  15 
percent,  consisting  of  1,662,000  hags,  as  compared  with  1,446,000  Dags 
for  the  preceding  season. 

Brazilian  rice  exports  during  the  1939-40  marketing  year  declined 
about  15  percent,  amounting  to  857,000  hags,  as  compared  with  1,019,000 
for  the  previous  season.     The  greatest  decline  occurred  in  exports  to 
Argentina,  which  took  only  about  30  percent  in  1939-40,  as  compared  with 
over  75  percent  a  year  earlier.     Exports  to  other  South  American  coun- 
tries are  relatively  small.    During  1939-40,  exports  increased  to  Bolivia 
while  no  shipments  were  made  to  Chile,  which  was  formerly  a  consistant 
market  outlet. 

Exports  to  European  countries  in  1939-40  substantially  exceeded 
the  volume  during  the  previous  year.  Increased  shipments  were  made  to 
Germany,  the  United  Kingdom,  Belgium,  Italy,  and  Switzerland.  Exports 
in  recent  months  to  Europe,  however,  have  been  comparatively  small. 

The  carry-over  of  rice  on  March  31  in  Brazil  was  considered 
burdensome.     Estimates  varied,  with  the  trade  indicating  1,500,000  bags, 
while  the  Rice  Institute  placed  the  carry-over  at  700,000  bags,  exclud- 
ing 180,000  bags  held  by  the  Institute.     The  Institute  stated  that  its 
stocks  consisted  of  first-class  rice,  easily  salable  at  any  future  time 
without  loss.     It  admitted,  however,  that  the  surplus  stocks  in  the  hands 
of  growers  and  merchants  consisted  largely  of  inferior  rice  unfit  for 
export  trade,    A  considerable  portion  of  this  rice  is  generally  utilized 
in  mixing  with  the  new  crop,  which  otherwise  contains  an  excessive 
amount  of  moisture. 

An  over-production  of  rice  and  low  prices  have  created  a  serious 
problem  in  Brazil  for  the  past  2  years.     The  Government  has  from  time  to 
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time  gone  into  the  market  and  purchased  limited  quantities  of  rice.  A 
large  meeting  of  the  principal  rice  grov/ers  of  the  State  of  Rio  Grande 
do  Sul  was  held  in  March  for  the  purpose  of  trying  to  improve  their  posi- 
tion.    This  meeting,  presided  over  "by  the  Chairman  of  National  Economic 
Matters,  adopted  two  important  measures,  which  they  "believe  may  help  the 
present  rice  situation  -  i.e.,  (l)  the  purchase  "by  the  Federal  Government 
of  surplus  stocks  on  hand  from  the  1939  crop,  and  (2)  the  reorganization 
of  the  Rice  Institute.     The  object  of  the  last  measure  was  to  substitute 
for  the  three  directors,  who  are  rice  merchants,  a  board  of  seven  direc- 
tors who  should  "be  only  rice  growers,  supervised  'by  an  off icial  to  be 
appointed  by  the  State  Government. 


PORTUGUESE  COTTON  MARKET  ACTIVITY  REFLECTS  PULL  TEXTILE  TRADE 

Raw  cotton  buying  has  slowed  down  in  Portugal,  following  the  early 
rush  of  wholesalers  and  retailers  to  replenish  textile  stocks'  after  the 
outbreak  of  war,  and  mills  are  expected  to  reduce  their  output  in  the 
near  future,  according  to  a  report  from  American  Consul  Leo  J.  Callanan 
at  Oporto.     The  Portuguese  cotton-textile  industry  is  relatively  small, 
having  only  about  440,000  spindles  In  operation  at  the  end  of  January  1939. 

Mill  activity  has  been  high  in  recent  months,  but  manufacturers  are 
now  storing  a  large  part  of  their  finished  goods  because  of  dullness  in  the 
export  trade  and  lack  of  buying  power  in  Portugal.    Failure  of  the  colo- 
nial markets  to  absorb  a  larger  proportion  of  the  Portuguese  mill  produc- 
tion, despite  protective  measures  recently  taken  by  the  Government,  was 
attributed  largely  to  the  fact  that  a  considerable  amount  of  capital  in 
the  colonies  is  tied  up  as  a  result  of  a  Government  requirement  that 
colonial  producers  keep  sizeable  stocks  of  various  commodities  on  hand 
for  the  needs  of  the  mother  country. 

Portuguese  textile  exporters,  on  their  part,  are  rather  reluctant 
to  ship  large  orders  to  the  colonies  because  of  the  difficulties  encounter- 
ed in  the  discount  of  drafts  and  the  transfer  of  funds.'   Exports  of  cotton 
picegoods  from  Portugal  to  Portuguese  East  Africa  (Mozambique)  during  the 
first  half  of  1939  amounted  to  48  percent  of  the  total  imported  by  that 
colony,  while  imports  from  Japan  accounted  for  27  percent  of  the  total. 
Although  a  number  of  protective  regulations  designed  practically  to  elimin- 
ate competition  in  the  Portuguese  colonies  were  put  into  effect  between 
June  and  September  1939,  Portuguese  exports  of  cotton  piece  goods  to  Mozam- 
bique and  Angola  have  shown  only  small  increases.     Japanese  goods  are 
reported  to  have  entered  these  markets  on  a  considerable  scale  during  the 
latter  part  of  1939.     Sy  far  the  greater  part  of  the  cotton  textiles 
imported  by  the  Portuguese  colonies  consists  of  dyed  or  printed  piecegoods. 
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PORTUGAL:     Exports  of  cotton  piecegoods  "by  types, 


1937-1939 

Type 

1937 

1938 

1939 

White  or  "bleached  

1,000  pounds  ■ 

1,000  pounds 

251 
710 
8,604 

160 

;    '  448 
6,086 

214 
381 
6.907 

9,565 

6,694 

7,502 

American  consulate,  Oporto. 


Stocks  of  foreign  raw  cotton  on  hand  at  the  end  of  1939  consisted 
of  about  27,000  bales  of  478  pounds  net,  22,000  bales  of  which  were 
American.     The  Cotton  Trade  Regulations  Commission,  on  December  22,  1939, 
issued  permits  for  the  importation  of  an  additional  37,000  Dales  of  raw 
cotton  because  of  an  unexpected  shortage  attributed  in  part  to  the  diver- 
sion of  some  12,000  bales  of  Mozambique  cotton  from  Portuguese  markets 
to  the  Union  of  South  Africa  for  shipment  to  Great  Britain  because  of 
"better  prices.     Orders  for  12,000  bales  of  the  new  allotment  were  placed 
in  the  United  States  and  are  reported  to  have  arrived  already.  Other 
orders  totalling  about  14,000  bales  were  placed  in  Brazil  for  early  delivery. 

PORTUGAL:     Imports  of  raw  cotton  "by  countries  of  origin, 
January  to  October  1939,  with  comparisons 
 (in  bales  of  478  pounds  net)  


Country               '  :  1937  i  1938  a/  -January-October  a/_ 
 ;  j   ;      1938  1939 

;  Bales  ;    Bales  Bales     :  Bales 

Mozambique  j  37,940  :    33,808  :      16,166:  21,911 

Angola  :  14,328  ;    14,023  7,765  :  13,458 

United  States  •  35,834  \    38,956  j      28,324  [  5,456 

Brazil  \  31,305  ■    27,907  i      22,965  j  8,277 

Egypt  j       8,940  j      8,417  :        5,046:  6,229 

British  India.  :       8,161  :      3,162  :        2,232'  2,081 

Others  :       2,751  j      2.190  ■        1.216  j  649. 

Total  ■  139,259  :  128,463  83,714  h]  58,061 


American  consulate,  Oporto,  a/  Preliminary,  b/  Imports  during  1939  totaled 
88,323  bales;  not  available  by  countries. 


AMERICAN  BUYERS  INCREASE  PURCHASES  OP  SUMATRA  LEAF  TOBACCO 

Sales  of  the  American  grades  of  Sumatra  wrapper  leaf  from  the  1939 
crop  were  completed  on  March  6,  1940,  in  Medan,  Sumatra,  and  purchases 
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"by  .American  buyers  were  about  75  percent  above  those  of  recent  years, 
according  to  a  report  from  .American  Consul  John  B.  Ketcham  at  •  Me  dan. 
Purchases  for  shipment  to  the  United  States  totaled  approximately  3.4 
million  pounds  (export  weight)  as  compared  with  purchases  from  the  1938 
crop,  made  in  the  Amsterdam  md  Rotterdam  markets  of  about  2  million, 
and  a  5-year  average  from  the  1933-1937  crops  of  about  1,9  million  pounds. 
Increased  purchases  during  the  current  marketing  season  were  attributed 
to  the  large  percentage  of  good  quality  .American  grades  in  the  1939  crop 
and  to  the  desire  of  United  States  buyers  to  protect  themselves  against 
possible  future  shortage  that  might  result  from  war  conditions. 

This  is  the  first  year  that  auctions  have  been  held  in  Sumatra, 
and  they  were  confined  to  a  portion  of  the  .American  grades.     Total  sales 
by  auction  amounted  to  approximately  2.2  million  pounds  for  an  average' 
price  of  2,96  florins  ($1.54)  per  pound.     In  addition,  approximately  1.3 
million  pounds,  representing  the  entire  production  of  .American  grades  of 
two  of.  the  large'  estate  companies,  were  sold  privately  f or  an  average 
price  of  over  $1.00  per  pound.     It  is  reported  that  of  the  3. 5-mill ion- 
pound  total  sales,  approximately  1  million  pounds  included  in  the  private 
sales  were  considered  unsuitable  for  the  American  market. 

The  1940  Amsterdam  and  Rotterdam  auctions,  at  which  all  but  the 
American  grades,  or  about  20  million  pounds  of  the  1939  crop,  were  to  be 
sold,  were  scheduled  to  open  on  April  12,  which  was  somewhat  late  due  to 
cold  wea.ther  and  delays  in  shipping.     There  is  no  available  information 
as  to  the  portion  of  the  leaf  that  was  sold  prior  to  the  German  invasion 
of  the  Netherlands  and  as  to  the  prospect  for  future  sales. 

The  1940  wrapper-leaf  crop  in  Sumatra  had  been  transplanted  by 
the  middle  of  March.     Weather  conditions  through  February  and  March  were 
reported  as  favorable  and  a  production  of  a.bout  29.5  million  pounds  (fer- 
mented weight)  was  indicated,     April  'and  May,  however  are,  considered  the 
critical  period  for  growth,  and  a.ctual  production  will  largely  depend  on 
conditions  during  these  months.     The  1939  crop  wa,s  estimated  at  about  27 
million  pounds,  and  the  average  production  for  the  5  years,  1934  to  1938, 
was  29,7  million  pounds. 


TOBACCO  SITUATION  III  THE  NETHERLANDS 

For  many  years  the  Netherlands  bonded-warehouse  tobacco  market 
has  been  one  of  the  most  important  in  Europe.     Primarily  it  ha.s  operated 
as  a.  convenient  outlet  for  tobacco  grown  in  the  Netherlands  Indies,  but 
tobacco  from  the  United  States,  Brazil,  and  many  other  large  producers 
is  sold  on  the  Netherlands  market.     From  this  market  the  Netherlands  and 
other  European  rnanufact  urers  obtain  a  large  part  of  their  supplies.  In 
past  years  Germany  has  been  the  most  important  foreign  buyer.     The  United 
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States  sells  flue-cured,  fire-cured,  Maryland,  and  Seedleaf  on  the 
Netherlands  market  and  "buys  Sumatra  and  Java  types  to  supply  requirements 
of  .the  .American  cigar  industry.     .Dae  principally  to  transportation  difi- 
culties  caused  by  the  war  and  to  smaller  Java.,  and  Sumatra,  crops,  the  to- 
tal entries  into  "bonded,  warehouses  declined  to  127  million  pounds  in  1939 
compared  with  .143  million  the  year  "before,  according  to  a  report  from  the 
..American  Consulate  at  Amsterdam.     Total  deliveries  from  bonded  warehouses 
in  1939  amounted  to  approximately  155  million  pounds,  and,  as  the  entries 
were  insufficient  to  cover  sales,  stocks  were  reduced  by  about  29  million 
pounds.  ,  Stocks  of  all  types  of  United  States  tobacco,  with  the  exception 
of  flue-cured,  were  lowered. 

Total  entries  from  the  United  States  in  1939  amounted  to  12.6 
million  pounds,  10.4  million  of  which  were  flue-cured.     Deliveries  of  United 
States  tobacco  from  bonded  warehouses  are  principally  to  the  Netherlands 
for  domestic  consumption,  and  the  consumption  of  flue-cured  increased 
in  1939  by  about  9  percent,  compared  with  1938.     Sales  of  Maryland  and 
burley  also  increased,  due  in  the  case  of  Maryland  to  cigarette  manufactur- 
ers replenishing  stocks  under  the  contingency  of  higher  prices.  Stocks 
were  also  low  on  burley.     Deliveries  of  fire-cured  increased  by  about  0.5 
million  pounds  over  those  of  1938,  but  the  entries  declined  by  approximately 
3  million  pounds..     The  use  of  United  States  fire-cured  has  been  declining 
in  the  Netherlands  for  several  years. 

Germany  has  for  many  years  been  the  principal  purchaser  of  Java 
tobacco  and  in  normal  times  bought  about  two- thirds  of  the  entire  Bcsoeki 
crop,  but  due  to  German  restrictions  on  imports  of  tobacco  and  clearing 
difficulties,  German  purchases  have  dropped  to  about  one-fifth  of  the  crop. 
Inasmuch  as  the  German  import  restrictions  do  not  apply  to  any  specific 
type  but  merely  permit  the  importation  of  a  specified  amount  of  Netherlands 
Indian  tobacco,  the  quota  is'  partially  filled  in  the  first  instance  with 
mueh-need.ed  Sumatra  wrappers.     Thus,  no twithst anding  restrictions,  the 
sales  of  Sumatra,  to  Germany  in  1939  increased  "by  about  20  percent  compared 
with  the  year  before  and  amounted  to  about  13  million  pounds.     Only  the 
remainder  of  the  quota  is  available  for  Java  varieties  used  for  binders  and 
fillers  so  that  these  grades  are  the  ones  most  affected  by  the  restrictions. 
Despite  this  fact,  however,  deliveries  of  Java  from  bond.ed  warehouses  to 
Germany  increased  by  16  percent  over  1938  and  amounted  to  approximately  28 
million  pounds. 

Deliveries  of  Java  tobacco  for  consumption  in  the  Netherlands 
increased  by  about  17  percent  compared  with  the  preceding  year,  but  there 
was  a,  slight  decline  in  the  deliveries  of  Sumatra  leaf.     It  was  ro£>orted 
in  April  that  stocks  then  in  the  Netherlands  were  sufficient  to  last  about 
a  year  and  a  half,  but  that  they  were  not  equally  distributed.     The  best 
lots  had.  already  disappeared,  and  seme  small  manufacturers  had  only  limited 
quantities.     The  acquisition  of  additional  supplies  had  been  a  serious 
question  owing  to  delay  and.  shipping  risks  incident  to  the  war. 
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AID  TO  NOVA  SCOTIAN  APPLE  GROWERS  IN  1940 

The  Dominion  Minister  of  Agriculture  has  been  authorized  to  enter 
into  negotiations  with  the  N0va  Scotia  Marketing  Board,  Ltd. ,  for  an 
agreement  that  woiild  guarantee  a  minimum  -orice  for  a  designated  part  of 
the  1940  Nova  Scotian  apple  crop  under  the  terms  of  an  Order  in  Council, 
according  to  reports  from  American  Agricultural  Attache  C.  C.  Taylor  at 
Ottawa,  and  American  Consul  General  Clinton  3.  MacSachran  at  Halifax. 

The  proposal,  which  may  be  modified  later,  provides  that  the 
Dominion  Government  guarantee  a  net  return  f.o.b.  warehouse  of  80  per- 
cent of  the  3-year  average  (1936-37  to  1938-39)  net  return  for  that  por- 
tion of  the  crop  represented  in  a  selected  list  of  37  varieties.  This 
price  is  to  apply  to  85  percent  of  the  3-y ear-average  export,  and  the 
total  of  1,147,500  barrels  has  been  set  as  the  maximum  volume  for  which 
the  minimum  price  is  to  be  guaranteed.    The  balance  of  the  1940  crop, 
which  should  normally  be  between  500,000,  and  800,000  barrels,  will  be 
available  for  the  domestic  market  and  for  sale  to  processing  plants. 
The  cost  to  the  Government  of  the  proposed  plan  is  expected  to  be  around 
$2,467,000.    On  April  29,  a  meeting  of  SCO  Nova  Scotian  growers  accepted 
this  plan. 

The  proposed  program  has  been  authorized  at  this  early  date  in 
order  to  reassure  merchants  who  are  being  called  upon  to  sell  fertili- 
zers, spray  materials,  and  other  supplies  on  credit  to  apple  growers. 
A  preliminary  agreement  may  be  completed  shortly,  but  negotiation  of 
the  final  agreement  is  not  expected  to  be  completed  until  the  middle  of 
the  season  (during  the  fall  of  1940)  when  the  size  of  the  new  crop  and 
the  export  situation  can  be  more  definitely  seen. 

One  of  the  principal  objections  to  the  plan,  according  to  the 
view  of  many  growers,  is  the  absence  of  some  provision  for  maintaining 
a  high-quality  pack.  .  -Under  the  1939  pool  scheme,  good-quality  packers 
did  not  receive  an  extra  return  for  their  export  fru.it,  even  when  they 
brought  top  market  prices.     It  has  been  held  that,  if  some  such  provi- 
sion is  not  included,  the  quality  of  the  Nova  Scotian  pack  will  deterio- 
rate and,  consequently,  permanently  injure  the  reputation  of  Nova 
Scotian  fruit  in  export  outlets. 

A  separate  plan  for  the  assistance  of  British  Columbian  apple 
growers  is  also  being  considered.     Since  the  British  Columbian  growers 
in  1939  enjoyed  a  relatively  satisfactory  season  whils  the  outturn  for 
Nova  Scotian  producers  was  financially  unsuccessful,  it  is  expected  that 
British  Columbian  growers  may  receive  less,  rather  than  more, • generous 
treatment  during  the  coming  season.     The  nature  of  the  proposed  program 
that  is  being  considered  has  not  been  announced  as  yet. 
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SCUTE  APR ICM  RAISE7  PROLUCTIOI-T  SLIGHTLY  UHDSR  1959 

■The  1940  preliminary  estimate  of  raisin  production  in  the  Union 
of  South  .Africa  is  placed  at  9,000  short  tons  as  compared  with  an  esti- 
mated production  in  1939  of  9,100  and  the  10-year  average  (1929-1938  of 
7,900  tons.     The  estimated  production  of  Sultanas  was  3,400  tons  while 
that  of  other  raisins  was  5,500,  making  a  total  of.  9,000  tons. 

The  export  "bounty  on  raisins,  which  has  been  paid  by  the 
Cooperative  Fine  Growers  Association  of  South  Africa  for  a  number  of 
yerrs,  will  not  bo  paid  this  year,  according  to  a  report  by  Vice  Consul 
Arthur  L.  Richards  at  Capetown,     The  bounty  had  been  paid  for  the  pur- 
pose of  encouraging  the  drying  of  grapes  for  raisins  and  thereby  reduc- 
ing the  quantities  available  for  wine  making. 

This  season,  because  of  the  difficulty  in  making  shipments  of 
fresh  grapes,  larger  than  normal  quantities  were  sent  to  wineries, 
resulting  in  a  larger  than  normal  production  of  wine.     The  production 
of  raisins  for  the  same  reason  was  larger  than  would  have  been  the  case 
in  normal  times. 

Practically  the  entire  production  is  expected  to  be  exported  to 
the  United  Kingdom  and  nearby  African  destinations.     It  is  unlikely 
that  Canada  will  enter  the  market,  due  primarily  to  shipping  difficul- 
ties. 


SOUTH  APRICA2T  PRUITE  CROP  SMALL 

The  1940  production  of  prunes  in  the  Union  of  South  Africa  has 
turned  out  to  be  an  extremely  small  one,  according  to  Vice  Consul 
Arthur  J.  Richards  at  Capetown.     Quantitative  estimates  are  not  yet 
available  but  it  is  generally  conceded  that  the  total  production  will 
be  under  that  of  1939,  which  is  now  estimated  at  450  short  tons,  or 
about  30  percent  of  average. 

South  Africa  exports  small  quantities  each  year  to  the  United 
Kingdom  and  nearby  African  countries  but  at  the  same  time  imports 
prunes  from  other  countries,  primarily  the  United  States.     The  export 
of  prunes  in  1938  amounted  to  254  short  tons  while  the  imports  amounted 
to  264  tons.     This  season,  increased  imports  and  decreased  exports  are 
anticipated.     If  such  is  the  case,   it  is  probable  that  the  entire 
quantity  imported  may  not  exceed  300  tons  and  probably  will  be  of 
.American  prunes.     It  is  possible,  however,  that  with  the  intensification 
of  the  2uropep.n  war,  even  this  small  quantity  may  not  be  attained. 
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FBMCE  PLAITS  TO  STABILIZE  WIEB  INDUSTRY 

The  Trench  and  Algerian  wine  production  in  1939  was  estimated  to 
have  reached  the  large  total  of  100  million  hectoliters  (26,417,000 
United  States  gallons) ,  according  to  a  report  received  by  the  Office  of 
Foreign  Agricultural  Relations.    The  supply  of  wine  available  on  the 
Trench  market  has  "been  unusually  heavy  during  recent  years  and  has  caused 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  to  take  many  steps  to  stabilize  this  impor- 
tant part  of  French  agriculture. 

The  present  production  is  reported  to  be  of  an  inferior  quality 
compared  with  that  of  other  years,  and  the  wines  of  higher  alcoholic 
content  are  comparatively  scarce.    The  Ministry  is  of  the  opinion  that 
unless  the  required  alcoholic  standard  of  the  cheaper  grades  of  wine  is 
lowered,  thereby  releasing  more  of  these  grades  for  consumption,  vintners 
will  be  faced  with  an  excessive  carry-over  into  the  coming  season.  The 
system  of  "blockage,"  whereby  wine  is  placed  in  storage  and  cannot  bo 
sold  unless  released  by  the  Ministry,  and  the  direction  that  lower  grades 
be  used  for  distillation,  have  taken  20  million  hectoliters  (5,283,400 
gallons)  out  of  the  market.    The  quantity  still  available  appears  exces- 
sive unless  additional  steps  are  taken  to  dispose  of  more  wine.  The 
Ministry  of  Agriculturo  accordingly  issued  for  this  purpose  the  follow- 
ing decrees: 

First,  April  1,  1940,  Concerning  the  Degree  of  Mixed  Wines  - 

"Article  1.    Beginning  from  the  promulgation  of  the  present  decree 
and  until  November  15,  1940,  the  minimum  alcoholic  degree  of  mixed  wines 
is  fixed  at  8.5  degrees  and  the  sum  'alcohol'  plus  'acidity'  required  of 
these  same  wines  is  maintained  at  12.5  degrees. 

"Article  2.    Until  a  date  which  will  be  fixed  by  a  decree  issued 
on  the  proposal  of  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  and  of  the  Minister  of 
Finance,  there  is  prohibited  the  sale  or  the  delivery  to  consumption  of 
mixed  wines  grading  more  than  9.5  degrees. 

"Article  3.    When  the  minimum  alcoholic  richness  of  local  wines 
(des  vins  de  pays)  is  lowered  by  a  degree,  the  minimum  provided  by 
Article  293  of  the  wine  code,  completed  by  Article  2  of  the  Decree  of 
July  29,  1939,  are  themselves  reduced  by  a  degree." 

Second,  April  2,  1940,  Concerning  Release  of  1939  Production  - 

"Article  1.    The  quantities  of  wines  of  the  1939  harvest,  which 
the  viticulturists  are  authorized  to  release  from  their  stocks,  are 
fixed,  provisionally,  with  minimum  of  500  hectoliters  per  exploitation, 
at  70  percent  of  their  production.    They  will  be  determined  in  accord- 
ance with  the  results  shown  by  the  declarations  of  the  harvest." 
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Third,  April  2,  1940,  Concerning  Minimum  Degree  of  Local  Wines  - 

"Article  1.  As  a  provisional  measure,  ana  on  account  of  the 
special  climatic  conditions  of  the  1939  production  of  wines,  the  toler- 
ance of  one-half  of  a  degree  provided  by  Articles  1  and  2  of  the  Decree 
of  December  22,  1939,  for  wines  of  that  harvest  is  increased  to  one  de- 
gree, unless  in  any  case  there  can  he  considered  as  fit  for  consumption 
a  wine  the  alcoholic  richness  of  which  is  less  than  6.5  degrees. 

"Article  2.    This  provision  will  remain  without  influence  rela- 
tive to  the  application  of  the  last  paragraph  of  Article  2  of  the  Decree 
of  December  30,  1939,  concerning  obligatory  distillation." 


INDIAN  CASTOR-FHED  PRODUCTION  DECLINES 


The  Indian  castor-seed  production  for  1939-40  is  officially 
estimated  .at  105,000  short  tons,  which  is  15  percent  below  the  previous 
year  when  124,000  tons  were  produced  and  the  smallest  crop  since  1920-21. 
The  total  area  reported  for  1939-40  is  only  1,009,000  acres  compared  with 
1,198,000  acres  for  1938-39.    This  acreage  is  a  decline  of  15  percent, 
and  is  considerably  below  normal.    The  most  noticeable  loss  in  both  area 
and  yield  occurred  in  the  State  of  Hyderabad  where  approximately  60  per- 
cent of  the  Indian  castor  seed  is  produced.     The  decrease  is  attributed 
to  inadequate  rainfall  at  the  tine  of  sowing.     Castor  beans  in  India 
are  harvested  in  January  and  February  and  exported  during  the  same  year. 


INDIA:    Area,  production,  and  exports  of  castor  seed  and  castor  oil, 
  1933-1939   . 


Area 

Production 

Calendar 

Exports 

Year 

year 

Castor  -seed 

Castor  oil 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

acres 

short  tons 

pounds 

pounds 

1932-33  

1,617 

169 

1933..  

199,203 

12,927 

1933-34  

1,534 

160 

1934  

153,727 

12,203 

1934-35  

1,448 

118 

138,961 

12,775 

1935-35 .... 

1,458 

136 

193  6  

91,896 

13,306 

1936-37. . . . 

1,409 

143 

1937  

112,370 

16,776 

1937-38  

1,146 

116 

1938  

20,516 

10%  697 

1938-39  

1,198 

124 

1939  a/... 

39,370 

13,  251 

1939-40  a/. 

1,009 

105 

Compiled  from  officio,l  sources, 
a/  Preliminary. 
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Exports  of  castor  seed  have  declined  durr'ng  the  past  few  years,  hut 
the  volume  was  greater  in  1939  than  in  the  previous  year.  Castor ~°i!  ship- 
ments were  also  higher  during  1939  but  "below  normal.    The  hulk  of  seeds  and 
oil  goes  to  the  United  Kingdom, 


UNITED  STATES  POHK  EXPORTS  INCffB&SE 

United  States  exports  of  fresh  and  cured  pork  increased  over  100 
percent  to  65  million  pounds  in  the  3  months  January-March  1940,  as  com- 
pared with  the  same  period  of  1939.    This  includes  canned .pork converted 
to  a  dressed-weight  basis,    l/   Lard  experts,  on  the  contrary,  decreased 
2  percent  to  74  million  pounds.    Pork  exports  constituted  4  percent  of 
federally  inspected  production  compared ' with  2  percent  a  year  earlier, 
whereas  lard  exports  constituted  16  percent  of  inspected  production  com- 
pared with  23' percent  a  year  earlier. 

Present  Pork  and  Lard  Export  Situation 

March  exports  of  pork  to  Canada  arid  to  the  United  Kingdom,  which 
together  took  88  percent"_of  the  United  States  exports  for  the  3-month 
period  of  1940,  were  materially  smaller  compared  with  earlier  months  of 
1940,    This  reduction  was  primarily  the  result  of  recent  wartime  measures 
-  specifically,  the  Canadian  quota  of  1,627,000  pounds  a  month  placed  on 
imports  of  fresh  pork  from  the  United  States  as  of  February  26  and  the 
United  Kingdom  prohibition  of  January  20  of  imports  of  cured  pork  and 
lard  except  under  license.    United  States  fresh-  and  cured-pork  exports 
to  Canada  in  March  fell  to  approximately  1,400,000  pounds  compared  with 
12,745,000  in  February.    Fresh-pork  exports  alone  totaled  only  822,000 
pounds  in  March  compared  with  11,093,000  pounds  in  February  before  the 
newly  imposed  quota  went  into  effect.    Exports  of  all  pork  to  the  United 
Kingdom  in  March  totaled  only  620,000  pounds  compared  with  12,600,000 
pounds  in  February.    Notwithstanding  the  smaller  March  exports,  Canada 
took  over  450  percent  more  pork  in  the  first  3  months  of  1940  than  in  the 
same  period  of  1939  and  the  United  Kingdom  about  50  percent  more.  Fresh 
pork  constituted  88  percent  of  the  exports  to  Canada  during  that  period. 

Imports  of  fresh  and  cured  pork  into  the  United  States  in  the 
first  3  months  of  1940  amounted  to  only  1,765,000  pounds  and  fell  to 
one-tenth  of  1  percent  of  production  under  Federal  inspection,  compared 
with  imports  of  12,856,000  pounds,  or  approximately  1  percent  of  produc- 
tion in  the  same  period  of  1939.  •  The  average  farm  price  of  hogs  in  the 
first  3  months  of  1940  averaged  $2,08  below  the  average  for  the  same 
period  of  1939. 


ly  Canned  prok  converted  to  a  dressed-weight  basis  in  all  figures  used 
in  this  discussion. 
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UNITED  STATES:  Exports  of  pork,  excluding  lard,  years  1934-1939 
 and  January-March  1939  and  1940  


;  Exports 

Percent 
exports 

Year 

:  Ham 

Bacon 

;  Canned 

are  of 

;  and 

and 

'  ( dressed- 

Pickled 

Fresh 

Total 

pro- 

shoulders 

.  sides 

;  weight) 

duction 

1,000 

1,000 

;  1,000 

1,000 

1,000. 

1,000 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

Percent 

1934..  . .  .  . 

65,104 

18 , 261 

21,227 

18,385 

36,758*" 

160,095 

2.97 

1935. ..,,.«,, 

55,380 

6 , 311 

15,464 

8,276 

10,208 

95,639 

2 , 74 

1936.  . ..  . . .. . 

42,163 

4,562 

14,431 

10 , 520 

2,747 

74,423 

1.57 

1937. 

39,860 

2,999 

12,958 

9,009 

4,238 

69,064 

1.  64 

1938...  

52,216 

11,343 

15,886 

14,082 

9,255 

102,782 

2.13 

1939  aJ .  : 

Jan, -liar,  ; 

57,879 

16,360 

16,520 

14,971 

31 , 246 

136,976 

2.49 

1939  a/ ...  J 

14,275  ' 

3,365 

4,845 

2 , 436 

4,814 

29,735 

2.22 

1940  a/  , . . . 

10,521 

9,423 

8,252 

6,856 

29,632 

64,684 

3.69 

Compiled  -from;,  official  sources, 
aj  Preliminary, 


UUITSD  STATES:     Imports  and  production  of  pork,  excluding  lard, 

and  average  farm  price  of  hogs,  years  1334-1939 
 find  January-March,  1939  and  1940  


Imports 

Production 

Percent 
imports 
are  of 
produc- 
tion 

Average 

Year 

Ham  s , 

shoulders, 

and 
"bacon 

Pork, 

fresh 
or 
frozen 

:  Pork, 

jpickled 
[salted 
;  and 

Total 
( ac  tual 
-weight 

basis) 

of  pork 
in  eat  under 
Federal 
inspec- 
t  ion 
a/ 

farm 
price 
per  100 
pounds 

of 
hogs 

;  other 

1,000 

1,000 

•  1,000 

1,000 

1,000. 

pounds 

pound3 

!  pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

'  Percent 

Dollars 

1934. . .... 

969 

182 

I  495 

1 , 646 

5,395,287 

0.03 

4,17 

1935  

5,297 

3,923 

■    1 , 247 

10,497 

3,493,838 

0 . 30 

8.36 

1936.... , , 

26,088 

12,945 

j  2,810 

41,843 

4,737,148 

0.88 

9.30 

1937  

47 , 422 

20,877- 

j    6 , 532 

74,831 

4,215,634 

1.76 

9.48 

1938,..,., 
1939  b/. . , 

44 , 347 

4,287 

I  3,748 

52,382 

4,828,140 

1.08 

7  .  72 

36 , 324 

2,274 

i  2,369 

40,967 

5,491,587 

0.75 

6.37 

Jan. -Mar,' 

1939  b/. 

11 , 572 

491 

;  803 

12,856 

1,338,450 

0.96 

7.09 

1940  b/. 

991 

474 

:  300 

1,765 

1,751,479 

0.10 

5.01 

Compiled  from  official  sources, 

aj  Dressed  hog  carcass  excluding  head,  bones,  and  all  carcass  fat 
rendered  into  lard, 
b/  Preliminary, 
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Lard  exports  in  March  amounted  to  21  million  pounds  and  v/ere  about 
4  million  pounds  smaller  than  in  February  and  7  million  pounds  smaller 
than  in  January.     The  decrease  in  exports  of  2  percent  in  the  first  3 
months  of  1940  was  due  to  smaller  shipments  to  European  countries.  Ex- 
ports during  the  3  months  to  European  countries  amounted  to  only  44  million 
pounds  compared  with  52  million  in  the  corresponding  period  of  1939.  Where- 
as exports  to  the  United  Kingdom  were  about  40  percent  below  a  year  ago, 
substantial  increases  were  shown  in  exports  to  the  Scandinavian  countries 
and  Finland.     Larger  shipments  were  also  made  to  Belgium  and  the  Nether- 
lands, but  these  increases  were  offset  by  the  decrease  in  exports  to  the 
United -Kingdom,   the  largest  single  market  for  United  States  lard  at  present. 

Exports  of  lard  to  non-European  countries,  especially  Latin  .American 
countries,  continued  to  increase  and  in  the  first  3  months  of  1940  amounted 
to  28  million  pounds,  an  increase  of  27  percent  above  the  corresponding 
period  of  1939.     Cuba  was  the  principal  market  and  United  States  lard  ex- 
ports to  that  market  increased  16  percent  in  the  first  3  months  of  1940 
compared  with  a  year  earlier. 


UNITED  STATES:  Lard 
and  J, 


experts  and  production,  .years  1934*»1939 
muary-March  1939  and  1940 


Expor" 

;s 

Pro- 

Percentage 

Year 

Great 
Britain 

Germany 

Canada 

Cuba 

Others 

Total 

duction 
a/ 

exports  of 
production 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

"Pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

Percent 

1934..... 

281,150 

26,6  68 

26, 348 

91,776 

431,237 

1,340,795 

32 

1935.    .  . '. 

64,525 

1,544 

645 

24,235 

5,406 

96,355 

662,060 

15 

1936  . 

63,547 

6,872 

2,903 

31,011 

6 , 9  59 

111,292 

992, 169 

11 

1937... .. 

75,258 

2,370 

2,193 

41,363 

14, 766 

135,950 

787,493 

17 

1938. .... 

124,810 

1,380 

1,128 

47,454 

29,831 

204,603 

1,076,152 

19 

1939  b/.. 

150,221 

370 

3,172 

58,2  54 

65,255 

277,272 

1,316,958 

21 

Jan.  -Mar. 

1939  b/ 

50 , 244 

59 

255 

13,604 

10,999 

75,161 

322,013 

23 

1940  b/ 

30,803 

0 

666 

15,767 

26,539 

73,775 

453,193 

16 

Compiled  from  official  sources,  aj  Rendered  lard,  by  Preliminary. 
Export  Situation  in  T7orld-T7ar  Period  Contrasted  With  Present 


The  invasion  of  Denmark  and  the  Netherlands  by  Germany,  both 
important  sources  of  United  Kingdom  c\ired-pork  imports,  will  result  in  the 
necessity  of  finding  other  sources  of  supply  or  in  reducing  consumption. 
The  British  Government' s  policy  in  the  present  war  has  been  to  depend  pri- 
marily on  British  Dominion  sources  of  supply  before  making  purchases  else- 
where, and  this  policy  will  undoubtedly  be  followed  for  pork  products.  In 
contrast,   in  the  early  part  of  the  World-Far  period,  when  somewhat  similar 
conditions  existed,  exports  of  fresh  and  cured  pork  from  the  United  States 
increased  from  370  million  pounds,  or  11  percent  of  production  in  1914, 
to  888  million  pounds,  or  19  percent  of  production  in  1915. 
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In  the  5-year  period  of  the  World  War,  1915-1919,  United  States 
exports  of  fresh  and  cured  pork  averaged  1,274  million  pounds  annually, 
or  24  percent  of  federally  inspected  production.    !y  1939  exports  had  fal- 
len to  137  million  pounds,  or  only  2  percent  of  federally  inspected  pro- 
duction, notwithstanding  the  fact  that  in  1939  domestic  production  of  pork 
was  5  percent  larger  than  the  average  for  the  years  1915-1919. 

The  increase  in  lard  exports  in  the  early  period  of  the  World  War 
was  materially  smaller  than  the  increase  in  pork.    Lard  exports  increased 
from  438  million  pounds  in  1914,  or  51.3  percent  of  production,  to  451 
million  pounds  or  only  47  percent  of  production,  in  1915.     Lard  exports 
from  the  United  States  in  the  5-year  period  1915-1919  averaged  512  million 
pounds,  or  52  percent  of  federally  inspected  production,  whereas  in  1939 
exports  totaled  277  million  pounds,  or  21  percent  of  production.    Lard  pro> 
duction  in  1939  was  33  percent  larger  than  the  average  for  the  5  years  of 
the  World  War,  1915-1919.    Both  domestic  production  and  exports  of  lard 
averaged  larger  in  the  5-year,  post-war  periods,  i.e.,  1920-1924,  1925- 
1929,  and  1930-1934,  than  in  the  World-War  period,  and  the  percentage  ex- 
ported was  larger  in  the  immediate  post-war  years,  1920-1924,  than  at  any 
other  time,  amounting  to  52.5  percent  of  production.     Sharply  decreased 
output,  due  partly  to  drought,  in  the  years  1934-1937  reduced  exportable 
surpluses  of  United  States  pork  and  lard.    Policies  of  self-sufficiency 
in  Germany,  and  in  the  United  Kingdom  of  Empire  preference  and  larger 
home  production,  coupled  with  a  partial  shift  to  vegetable  compounds, also 
contributed  to  the  reduction  of  exports  of  these  years. 


UNITED  STATES:     Exports  and  production  of  pork  and  lard 
under  I'ederal  inspection,  years  1914  to  1939 


P  o  rk 

,.  exc  luding 

lard  : 

Lard 

;Produc  tion ' 

Exports  as 

Exports  as 

Exports 

i(Eederal  1 

percentage 

Exports 

Pro- 

percentage 

a/ 

;  inspec- 

of 

duction 

of 

i  tion)  b/ 

production 

c/ 

production 

1,000 

:  1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

pounds 

'•  pounds 

Percent 

pounds 

pounds 

Percent 

1914. . 

369,983 

4,040,000 

10.92 

438~016 

854,000 

51.29 

888,275 

[4,700,000 

18.90 

451,286 

956,000 

47.20 

Ave rag 

3S 

1915 

-1919 

1,274,029 

15,212,400 

24.44 

512,203 

991,000 

51.68 

1920- 

-1924 

795,603 

15,502,881 

14.46 

I  845,524 

1,611,062 

52.48 

1925 

-1929 

375,933 

;5, 672, 488 

6.63 

;  731,629 

1,606,653 

45.53 

1930 

-1934 

175,164 

15,670,765 

3.14 

!  553,553 

1,533,741 

|  36.09 

1935 

-1939 

'  95,777 

4,553,270 

2.10 

d/l65,639 

d/966,966 

I  17.07 

1939. . 

'  136,973 

5,491,588 

2,49 

d/ 277, 272  1,316,958 

:  21.05 

Compiled  from  official  sources,     a/  Includes  fresh  and  pickled  pork, 
bacon,  hams,  and  shoulders,  and  canned  pork  (converted  to  a  dressed- weight 
basis).     W  Dressed  hog  carcass  excluding  head,  bones,  and  all  carcass 
fat  rendered  into  lard,     cj  Rendered  lard.     d/  Includes  neutral  lard. 
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UNITED  STATES:    Exports  of  pork,  "bacon,  and  hams  to  principal  countries, 


average  1935-1939,  annual  1938-1939,  January-March  1939-1940 


;  AvePcige 

-  - 

-  ■  -  ■  ■ 

.  TvT'^i  v» /*"»  la 
'lvkXI  Oil 

Item  and  country  of  destination 

•  1935-1939 

1938 

1939 

:  a/ 

1939 

!  1940 

:  1,000 

"i.ooo 

7 

1,000 

1,000 

:  1,000 

;  pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

!  pounds 

  .  ... 

Pork,  fresh  and  frozen; 

>       4  403 

.  516 

21,066 

1,185 

21,642 

:  5,118 

6,484 

6,797 

2,909 

7,043 

:  2,217 

2,255 

3,383 

720 

947 

Total.   . . 

!     1 1  738 

9  255 

31, 246 

4  814 

±,  OX  i 

29  632 

Ham  and  should ft I 

• 

'         A  O  CK,C 

;  4-<d,boo 

4D,  tslo 

A  Q  QT7 

4o ,  o±  r 

r ,  r  x  y 

;  9bC5 

1,  ±yo 

,  4-yu 

•  o4o 

1  ,  COO 

i  2,517 

2 , 523 

2,446 

589 

628 

%  ?pn 
o ,  oou 

O  U  X. 

R7  P7Q 

14  P7  R 

1  0 

X  w  ,  <_j<o  X 

Bacon: 

; 

:  1,654 

2 , 042 

o ,  173 

415 

n    c  ^  'X 
6  }D  to 

:  488 

872 

1,317 

185 

766 

o  ,  lUU 

1,  OD4 

1 ,  UD4 

0,634 

9, 6o2 

•  10,590 

2,  454 

4 ,  oyo 

Cuniberland  and  Wiltshire  sides: 

; 

TJn  i  tpd  Ki  on 

X  ,  x  *±o 

3  344 

Q-1  0 

^7  X  v 

5  027 

490 

20 

2  425 

0 

i/ 

:  43 

b/ 

V 

 0_ 

_3_ 

Tota  1 

!        "I  API 

|           X , DO  X 

i  s  p  i 

X,  oox 

^  77H 
O  ,  f  (\J 

y  xu 

Pork     oth.er     rn  ok-]  pri  or  cnl  tpfl! 

I 

3,310 

2, 880 

3,752 

530 

498 

I      2  439 

3,450 

3,206 

315 

819 

j  1^000 

1,628 

1,710 

405 

3,398 

:  4,623 

5 , 124 

6,303 

1,136 

2,141 

Total  

\     ii  372 

14, 082 

14  971 

?  436 

* » •-j 

Pork,  canned  (actual  weight): 

United  Kingdom  

•  7,080 

7,361 

7,515 

2,282 

3,865 

;  92 

42 

49 

h/ 

62  ■ 

j  1,106 

1,334 

1,522 

381 

612 

i  8^270 

8,737 

9,086 

2,664 

4,539 

Total  exports  of  pork, 

89 . 203 

95.632 

129 . 542 

27,553 

60.971 

Compiled  from  records  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 

a/  See  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  February  17,  1940,  page  182,  for  individual 

years,    h/  Less  than  500  pounds. 
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UNITED  STATES:    Exports  of  lard,  including  neutral  lard,  to  principal 
European  and  non-European  countries,  average  1935-1939, 


annual  1935  and  1 

939,  January- 

-March  1939  and 

1940 

January-March 

Country  of  destination 

;  1935-1939 

1930 

1939 

1939  j 

1940 

•     ]  000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000  : 

1,000 

'•  pounds 

pounds 

■£-....  .  

pounds 

pounds; 

pounds 

Principal  European  - 

United  Kingdom  

'    95  733 

124, 810 

150,221 

50,344 

30,803 

1^055 

2^230 

430: 

28 

,  :  829 

106 

3,770 

44 

26S| 

2,044 

.  :  18 

22 

& 

18 

,  :  57 

0 

0 

6. 

0 

.  :  250 

122 

732 

56; 

8,455 

Total  above  four  countries... 

.  :  1,154 

330 

O  *~J  \J 

i  j  Ux  J 

322;" 

10,517 

Bp  1  £M  nro 

1,576 

8,037 

534 

1,594 

Netherlands  

.  '  323 

138 

617 

37: 

249 

.  :  2,847 

1,814 

8,654 

 y.  

571;  1,843 

;  29 

PQ 

21; 

25 

S  V.T"1  *T         T*l  Q  v>  rj 

!  ?TS 

o 

652 

o: 

665 

Italy.  .   .  . 

'  707 

25 

1  875 

124; 

375 

Germsnv". 

2  538 

1, 523 

370 

59= 

0 

r\            i_  _     n  i  _  • 

.  |  1,591 

519; 

0 

31  7 

w  -J-  I 

90 

30; 

50 

T  n  1"-  p>  1    Eii  t  on  p 

■ ]05  605 

1 35  ?70 

169  1 R6 

1U  J  j  J.UU 

52, 420: 

44,306 

Pi*i  n pi tip  1  tioti— T3nT*nTip£i n  — 

■ 

1 

!      P  OOP 

1   1  PR 

3 , 172 

255! 

666 

Prinri'npl    Lr^f,iii  Ampri  rrn  — 

1-      ■  J  . 

! 

Cuba  

'    39  911 

47,454 

55,431 

13,504! 

15,768 

7,234 

10,486 

2,083| 

4,046 

!     1  186 

1,869 

3,223 

5731 

606 

Panama  (including  Canal  Zone) 

.  1  1,189 

1,628 

2,125 

375; 

609 

.  :  69i 

1,155 

1,497 

455: 

611 

,  :  395 

;  503 

687 

■ •  193| 

60 

!  621 

912 

207; 

253 

.   ;     3 , 741 

2,769 

15,379 

3,3491 

3,449 

.   I  3,221 

!  3,470 

11,463 

1,130; 

2,038 

.  ;  801 

!  949 

2,515 

!  349| 

993 

Total  above  Latin  American 

.   !  57,279 

'  67,652 

103,719 

22,318! 

28,433 

•   \  744 

j  553 

1,195 

168'. 

370 

Total  all  countries  

.   ! 155, 636 

[  204, 603 

277,272 

75,161; 

73,775 

Compiled  from  records  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 
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COTTON:  Spot  price  per  pound  of  representative  raw  cotton  at  Liverpool, 

May  10,  1940,  With  comparisons 

:  1940 

De sc ript i on  ;        March  \  April  May  

 [21  a/  .    29   ;  5    j    12   :  19   ;    26   '■  3._  10 

  : Cents  ; Cents ■  Cents  ;  Cents , Cent s ' Cent s ; Cents '; Cent s 

American  -  ■  i  1  -  ;  >  ;  - 

Middling  -12.66  |l2.91  !lS.16  :13, 62  1 13 .  57  ;  13. 53 1 13. 72  ;13.65 

Low  Middling  \  12. 16  !  12.33  <  12. 56  jl3. 03  : 12. 93  i  12. 95 1 13. 13  113.06 

Egypt j an  (Fully  Good  Fair)-;  1  :  j  > 

Gisa  7  1 17. 7.1;  17. 641 17. 42  il7.  79  ;  17. 58 : 17. 56  i  18.06  j 18.30 

Uppers  ;17.42:17.32|l7.42  |17.  84 ;  17.69  j  17.64 : 18.03  '18.13 

Brazilian  (Fair)-  !  ■!  ;  •  !  1  ;  ! 

North  ;  12 . 49  : 12 . 56  ;  12 . 90  !  13 . 37  ;  13 .  23  ;  13 . 20  ''  13 . 3 8  ;  13 . 32 

Sao  Paulo  j  12. 83  : 13. 00  ,13. 15  113.  62 -13,57 -13.53  : 13.72  113.65 

Indian  -  i  :  ;  '  !  :  ;  ! 

Broach  (Fully  Good)-  j 11. 32 ; 11.49  ill. 42  ill . 84 j 11. 74 ; 11.79 \ 11. 89  [11.89 

Central  Provinces  ;  !  !  ■  ;  ; 

(Superfine)-   Hl.52'11.69  <11.62!l2.04  ill.  82  ill.  71  ill.  81  111. 97 

Sind  (Fine)  -   ;11.07 111. 07 ;10. 75  ill. 09 :10. 93 ;10. 87 \     -     ;  - 

Peruvian  (Good)  -  !!';'!;  \ 

Tanguis   14.  84  ;15.01  ;15.24  15.71  ;15.  66  :i5.63  :     -     !  - 


Compiled  from  the  Weekly  Circular  of  the  Liverpool  Cotton  Association,  Ltd. 
Quotations  converted  from  sterling  at  official  rates, 
a/  Thursday's  price  due  to  holiday,  Friday,  March  22. 


UNITED  STATES:     Exports  of  cotton  to  principal  foreign  markets,  annual 

1937-38  and  1938-39,  and  August  1-May  9,  1938-39  and  1939-40  a/ 
 (Binning  hal e_s)  


'Country  to 
which  exported 

Year  ended 

July  31 

August 

1-May  9 

1957-38 

193,8-39  ; 

1938-39 

.  1939-40 

1,000  '  : 

1,000  ; 

1,000 

;  1,000 

"bales 

hales 

"bales 

bales 

1,630  i 

473 

439  ' 

;     1 , 877 

Continental  Europe  i 

3,049  j 

1,791 

ls631 

2.361 

2,269 
905 

394  ; 

2,070 
819 
314 

4,238 

853 
875 

729  ; 
542 

Total  : 

5,950  \ 
278 

3,568 
206 

3,203 
172 

5,966 
281 

Total,  elcluding  linters. 

5,672 

3,362  'I 

3,031 

;  5,685 

Compiled  from  the  Weekly  Stock  and  Movement  Report,  New  York  Cotton 
Exchange . 

a/  Includes  linters. 
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....                       -  Ps-ge 
Late  T cables   Ski 


Apples,  Government  aid, Canada, 1 9 Uo  651 
Barley,  area,  Canada,  1938-19^0...  Skk 
Butter,  ration  redaction,  IT.X., 

June  3,  19U0  . .  6Ul 

Castor  oil,  exports,  India, 

1933-1935  T  ■  65I+ 

Castor  seed:  •       :  • 

Area,  India,  1932-33  to  1939-Uoi,  65U- 

Exports,  India,  1933-1939   - 

Production,  India,  1932-33  to 

193Q-40    65H 

Cotton: 

Exchange- closed,  Alexandria, 

Egypt,  may  13,  19I+O.   6Ul 

Export  s:  •  •  '• 

Portugal  (piecegoods)  ,1937-1939  SkS 

U.  S.  ,  '  May  9 ,  •  I9U0   66l 

Import s ,  Portugal ,  1937-1939. ...  6k$ 
Market  conditions,  Portugal, 

April  19U0. .  ......  Skj 

Prices,  U.K.,  May  10,  I9U0......  66l 

Textile  siturtion,  Portugal, 

April  I9H0   Skj 

Crops: 

Area,  Soviet  Union,  May  10,  lQUo  Ski 
Production  prospects  5  Norway,  19H0  6Ul 

Flaxseed,  area,  Canada,  1938-19%;  Skk 

Grain: 
Area.: 

Canada  (mixed) ,  I938-I9H0. ....  Skk 
Soviet  Union,  May  10,  19*40....  Ski 
Hogs: 
Prices: 

U.K.   (increase  ) ,  May  19U0   6Hl 

U.S.,  January-March  ljko   656 


Page 

Lard: 

Exports,  U^S.  ,1931-+-19H0  .  657,658,660 
Production,  U.S.",  I91U-I9U0.  .657,658 

Oats,  area,  Canada,  I938-I9U0. . . . .  Skk 

Pork: 

Exports,  U.S.,  191U-19I+0  655-659 

Export  situation,  U, S. , 

19l5-i919»  ■.  19l«. .  . , .  655-660 

I  mp  0  r t  s  •,  U,  S . ,  ■  J  anua  ry- 

March  19U0   656 

Production,  U.S. ,  I91U-I9U0  656,658 
Potatoes,  area,  Canada,  193S-I9U0.  okk 
Prunes,  production  prospects, 

Union  of  South  Africa,  19U0. . .. .  652 
Raisins,  production,  ••- 

Union  of  South  Africa,  1939,19140  652 
Pace,  production  prospects, 

Brazil,  19U0...V   6U6 

Rye: 

Area: 

Canada-,  1938-19^0   Skk 

Specified  countries-,  1938-19^)  6U2 
Sugar,  ration  reduction,  U.K., 

May  27,  19U0.....   Ski 

Tobacco: 

Market  situation,  Netherlands, 

1939-U0   6^9 

Sales,  Sumatra,  Mar.  6,  19U0....  6^8 


Fne 


ao: 


Area: 

Canada,  193S-I9U0   6U3-6H5 

Specified  countries,  19^8-19^  6^2 

Growing  conditions,  Canada, 
Apr.  30, '  19U0   6W 

Production,  Canada,  193S-I9H0...  6H5. 
Fine,  stabilization  of  industry, 

Prance,  April  19^0   Skj> 


